
Excavations at Back of the Hill, 
Co. Longford, 1967

THE
ARTEFACTS

This pin would have been used by the 
inhabitants of Back of the Hill as a 

piece of personal decora on on 
their clothing or would have 
func oned as a fastener. The 
object consists of a plain curved 

pin and incom-
plete ring with 

circular terminals. 
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The ring pin is very well made and is orna-

mented with dot, triangular and incised 
decora on. Similar pins have been 

discovered during the exca-
va on of Viking Dublin. The 
making of such a pin would 
have required much skill. 

The object would have most 
likely been worn by an elite at 

Back of the Hill. 
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This brooch is very finely decorated and would have originally been 
yellow-enamelled and nned, giving it a silver appearance. A 
number of cra speople would have been involved in the crea on of 

this object and it would have had 
both a func onal and symbolic 

use for the elite who wore it. 
The brooch would have 

been used to fasten 
clothing and would  
have also acted as a 
symbol of status and 
wealth by its wearer. 

The excava on of Back of the Hill led to the 
discovery of a range of high quality objects which 

revealed much about the status of the enclosure’s 
occupants. The site was inhabited by a wealthy group 
who are likely to have been manaig.  Manaig would 
have had a client based rela onship with the church 
and some control over surrounding lands. This control 
would have generated wealth for the site’s occupant 
and the church. The objects which suggest that 

Back of the Hill was a powerful centre include a 
selec on of finely made bronze pins, a rare 

bracelet terminal, an ear scoop, finger 
ring, bone comb and a glass 

bead and bracelet frag-
ment. 
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This is a well preserved cast pin that is decorated 
with a pa ern of incised lines and three knobs. The pin is 
based on an earlier Sco sh form and would have been 
worn on the chest as a piece of personal decora on 

or to fasten clothing.
 

Pins
A selec on of early medieval bronze pins was discovered during the 

excava on of Back of the Hill. 

This is a very rare 
object and would 
have strongly ex-
pressed the status of 
the individual who 
owned it. The terminal is 
a well-preserved cast 
bronze disc decorated with 
triskels on what would have 
originally been a red enamel back-
ground. This artefact type is rare with 
only three examples known in in Ireland. 
Although the object is called a ‘bracelet terminal’, 
its func on remains unknown. 

Ear Scoop

This bronze toilet 
implement/ear scoop is 
based on a Roman artefact 
and survives in two frag-
ments. The main body of the 
implement is of rolled and 
shaped copper alloy sheet 
with a scoop on one end. The 
object would have most likely 
been used for the removal of ear 
wax, which reflects the impor-
tance of personal hygiene to the 
occupants of Back of the Hill. 
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Finger Ring This simple copper alloy 
finger ring is 

generally poorly preserved and ap-
pears to be constructed of an inter-
nal wire band that was then coated 
in copper alloy. The object would 
have been worn as a piece of jewel-
lery by one of the site’s inhabitants.  
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This comb is con-
structed of animal 

bone and would have originally been held together by four 
bone pegs and two iron rivets. The object is decorated with 
chevron and parallel line ornamenta on.  The recovery of a 
comb indicates that personal appearance and hygiene was 
important to the occupants of Back of the Hill. The comb 
would have been used as today for the styling of hair, but may 
also have been used to combat head lice Although in early 
medieval Ireland 
the comb maker 
would have been 
a figure held in 
low regard, the 
owning of a comb 
like this may have 
been a display of 
status. 
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Bone Comb

Glass
The bead is a small dumb-bell 
type made of opaque yellow 

glass. Such an object may have been part of 
a piece of jewellery or possibly sewn onto 
clothing. The blue glass fragment repre-

sents approximately one quarter 
of a bracelet and 

shows some 
wear on its 

interior. 
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